
Take Action on Your Property to Reduce Flooding 

Preventing storm drains from getting clogged helps prevent flooding on our streets, but there are 

important actions you can take on your property too. Below are some helpful tips to help avoid flooding 

in and around your home: 

 

Assess your yard 

Water is the most common cause of unstable slopes, mud slides and erosion. 

Check your property for signs of earth movement, such as leaning trees, or cracks in the soil or 

sidewalks. If you have a problem, contact a soils engineer (search the Internet for "Engineers-

Geotechnical-Soils") to evaluate the situation. 

Preventative planting can also help reduce the chance of a mudslide or flooding so seek advice from a 

professional about types of plants that prevent erosion. 

 

Maintain your gutters and downspouts 

Just one wind or rainstorm can clog a well-flowing drainage system. Be sure to clean your gutters and 

drainage downspouts attached to your roof twice a year. 

Inspect for leaks or damage to rain gutters that could cause a flat roof to flood. 

Never discharge water over the edge of a steep hill. 

Maintain your drainage systems. 

 

Maintaining the drainage system on private property is the owner's responsibility 

Check your property’s drainage system. This is especially important on commercial properties that have 

catch basins or other drainage systems – maintaining these systems is the property owner's 

responsibility. 

The best way to find out what is in your pipes is to ask a professional to “video inspect” your 

underground drainage system. 

If you have a driveway that leads down from the street, be sure to clear the drain at the bottom of the 

slope. 

If you live at the base of a hill, ensure that drainage and retaining walls are properly functioning. 

 

Maintain Home Heating Oil Tanks 

Home heating oil tanks can fail, leading to oil spills into creeks, harbours, shorelines and natural drinking 

water  sources, causing potential health risks or environmental damage that is costly to residents. Once 

spilled, rain and irrigation water carries oil through the soil into residential perimeter drains and the 



surrounding environment. Perimeter drains can quickly carry oil into the storm drain systems, which 

empty directly into creeks, harbours or shorelines.” To learn more go to:  

www.crd.bc.ca/docs/default-source/es-watersheds-pdf/wwrhome-heating-oil-tanks-oct3webpdf.pdf 

www.crd.bc.ca/report-spill 

 

http://www.crd.bc.ca/docs/default-source/es-watersheds-pdf/wwrhome-heating-oil-tanks-oct3webpdf.pdf
http://www.crd.bc.ca/report-spill

